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Presentation Goals

• Provide overview of the California English 
Language Development Standards (CA ELD 
Standards)

• Discuss relationship between integrated and 
designated ELD

• Present the study conducted

• Available on the California Department of 
Education ELD Standards web page at 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/eldstandards.asp

2

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/eldstandards.asp


English Language Arts/English Language 
Development Framework Circles of Implementation
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CA ELD Standards Amplify Content Standards



Relating Language
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Using the CA ELD Standards to Enact a 
Comprehensive ELD Approach

Integrated ELD Designated ELD

All teachers of English learner 

students use the CA ELD 

Standards in tandem with 

ELA/Literacy and other content 

standards.

Teachers use the CA ELD 

Standards as the focal standards 

in ways that build into and from 

content instruction.

English language arts (ELA), 

science, math, social studies, art, 

etc. (throughout the day)

Specialized instruction for English 

learner students focused on 

language (protected time)



CA ELD Standards: Proficiency Levels
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Native 

Language 

Emerging Expanding Bridging Lifelong 

Language 

Learning

Native Language:  

Students come to 

school with a wide 

range of language 

resources from their 

home language.

Lifelong Language Learning: 

Students who reach proficiency 
in English continue to build 
increasing breadth, depth, and 
complexity in comprehending 
and communicating in English 
in a wide variety of contexts. 



CA ELD Standards: Section One Overview

• Part I Interacting in Meaningful Ways

• Part II Learning About How English 

Works

• Part III Using Foundational Literacy 

Skills



CA ELD Standards: Section Two
Parts I, II, and III
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Part I

Part II

Part III



CA ELD Standards Relationship with Content 
Standards: Mathematics Example

CA ELD Standards   Grade 4  Part I   Standard 10a   Writing

Emerging

Write short literary and informational 

texts (e.g., a description of a flashlight) 

collaboratively (e.g., joint construction of 

texts with an adult or with peers) and 

sometimes  independently.

Expanding

Write longer literary and informational 

texts (e.g., an explanatory text on how 

flashlights work) collaboratively (e.g., joint 

construction of texts with an adult or with 

peers) and with increasing independence 

using appropriate text organization.

Bridging

Write longer and more detailed literary and 

informational texts (e.g., an explanatory text 

on how flashlights work) collaboratively 

(e.g., joint construction of texts with an adult 

or with peers) and independently using 

appropriate text organization and growing 

understanding of register.

CA ELD Standards   Grade 4  Part II   Standard 1   Understanding Text Structure

Emerging

Apply understanding of how different 

text types are organized to express 

ideas (e.g., how a narrative is organized 

sequentially) to comprehending texts 

and writing basic texts.

Expanding

Apply increasing understanding of how 

different text types are organized to 

express ideas (e.g., how a narrative is 

organized sequentially with predictable 

stages, versus how and explanation is 

organized around ideas) to 

comprehending texts and writing texts with 

increasing cohesion.

Bridging

Apply understanding of how different text 

types are organized to express ideas (e.g., 

how a narrative is organized sequentially 

with predictable stages, versus how 

opinions/arguments are structured logically, 

grouping related ideas) to comprehending 

texts and writing cohesive texts.

California State Standards for Mathematics
Grade 4. Number and Operations in Base Ten

Mathematical Practices 

Use place value understanding and properties of operations to perform 

multi-digit arithmetic.

Standard 5: Multiply a whole number of up to four digits by a one-digit whole 

number, and multiply two two-digit numbers, using strategies based on place value 

and the properties of operations. Illustrate and explain the calculation by using 

equations, rectangular arrays, and/or area models.

• Make sense of problems and persevere

• Construct viable arguments and critique the 

reasoning of others

• Look for and express regularity in repeated 

reasoning

Designated 

ELD
Focal standards 

driving instruction 

that builds into and 

from content.

Integrated ELD
Focal content 
standards driving the 
instruction are used 
in tandem with the 
supporting ELD 
standards



CA ELD Standards Relationship with the 
Math and Science Standards

• CA ELD Standards address the full range and 
rigor of the language demands across all grade 
levels for math and science:

─ Standards for Mathematical Practice

─ Science and Engineering Practices and 
Performance Expectations

• Relationship is strong but implicit

• Study supported using the CA ELD Standards
to develop the English Language Proficiency 
Assessments for California (ELPAC)



ELPAC Performance Levels

ELPAC 1 ELPAC 2 ELPAC 3

ELPAC 4
(Proficient)

Emerging Bridging
Expanding



California English Learner Roadmap Policy

Adopted unanimously by the California State 
Board of Education

• Principle One: Assets-Oriented and Needs 
Responsive Schools

• Principle Two: High Quality Intellectually 
Rich Instruction

• Principle Three: System Conditions that 
Support Effectiveness

• Principle Four: Alignment and Articulation



CDE and External Resources

CDE Resources

• CA ELD Standards: Getting Started 
https://www.mydigitalchalkboard.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?acti
on=2&scId=509334

• A Deeper Dive into the CA ELD Standards
https://www.mydigitalchalkboard.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?acti
on=2&scId=509621

External Resources

• Blueprint for Effective Leadership and Instruction for our English Learners’ 
Future (B.E.L.I.E.F.) Modules 
https://rcoe.learning.powerschool.com/mmccabe/b.e.l.i.e.f/cms_page/view

• Considerations or Inclusivity and Support within Designated English Language 
Development in Remote Learning 
https://www.scoe.org/blog_files/CISC%20Designated%20ELD.pdf

https://www.mydigitalchalkboard.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?action=2&scId=509334
https://www.mydigitalchalkboard.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?action=2&scId=509621
https://rcoe.learning.powerschool.com/mmccabe/b.e.l.i.e.f/cms_page/view
https://www.scoe.org/blog_files/CISC%20Designated%20ELD.pdf


Contact Information

Elena Fajardo, Administrator
Language Policy and Leadership Office

California Department of Education

Email: efajardo@cde.ca.gov
Phone: 916-310-0247
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